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Decades after most people retire, civil engineer Richard S. Woodruff, 97. donates his time and expertise to help
solve the problem of flooding on Viliage Creek

Woodruff gives tenacious
technical advice on fixing flooding

By ANNE RUISI
News staff wriser

hile most people
his age are long re-
tired, civil engineer

Richard S. Waodruff, 97, is
still at work. trying to end
flooding on Birmingham's
Village Creek

“If it wasn't fun, L
wouldn't do it,” said Wood-
ruff, a longtime Mountain
Brook resident who is’'tech-
nical director of the Village
Creek Society

He’s a Binghamton, N.Y.,
native who's never lived
along the 44-mile waterway
that stretches from its
source near Hutfman High
School westward to the
Black Warrior River. Yet his
part-uime volunteer work
with the society is a job that
has Woodruff's full commir-
ment.

“He’s tenacious,” said
Mable B. Anderson, the so-
ciety’s executive director
“He wakes up thinking
about Village Creek and gets
it done.”

“He's very amazing,~ said
Jehn Meehan. the society’s
field director. “He keeps us
BOIng

Flooding along the creoks
has for decades vexed resi
dents threatened by the ris
ing waters that followed
heavy rain. Hundreds of
families and some busi

_hees—

nesses in a flood-prone sec-
tion of the creek from En
sley to near Birmi -
Shuttlesworth International
Airport have been relocated
since the late 1980s.

Woodruff said he’s been
reading about flooding on
Village Creek for the past 50
years.

“I wondered why in the
world Village Creek made
news and they did nothing
about it,” he said.

His curiosity, and his
background with Alabama
Power Company in hydro-
logy — the studying of water
and its movement — led 1o
his eventual involvermment
with the Village Creek So-
ciety, Woodruff said

“1 felt I wanted to help the
city do something about the
flooding,” he said.

In his years of studying its
waters, Woodruff said he’s
traveled its length and
crossed every bridge over
the creek

Three measures would
prevent flooding in Ensley,
he said: replacing the Ave
nue F bridge over Village
Creek. relocating under the
creek a 3-foot round sewer
pipe that runs alongside the
bridge and building a Ga
bion retaining wall along
both sides of the creek be
tween Avenue F and Avenue
W

The Avenue F bridge sits

Civil engineer Richard S. Woodruff, here on the
Avenue F bridge over Village Creek, says a single
span structure in place of the current bridge is

vital to ending flooding

on piers, and those posts
trap trees. tree hmbs and lit
ter, as does the sewer pipe,
Woodruff said. As trash and
debris collect and the water
gets high, flow is impeded
which causes flooding. A
single-span bridge without
piers and an underground
sewer pipe would alleviate
flooding

T'he Gabion wall, which
Woodruff drew plans for,
would improve the stability
of the creek banks and sta
bilize water flow in that
area, he said

The society has apphed
for $3.5 million in federal

stimulus funds to pay fora
new bridge and the ¢ sabion
wall, Anderson said. It's also
applied for $4.8 million in
federal funding to relocate
the sewer pipe

Woodruff has also w orked
with Birmingham city and
Alabama Department of
Transportation officials on
plans for a greenway trail
along the creek between
Avenue F and Avenue W
These plans also call for a
park in Ensley with
door classtroom
amenities, such

an out
and other
as a picnic

See VILLAGE | Page 2w

Bingo operators to
open a Midfield hall

By TORAINE NORRIS
News staff writer

At least three bingo oper-
ators have expressed an in-
terest in locating in Mid-
field. I;nmh the first set to
open by Easter, Mayor
Richardson said lu’tﬂ\)ne(e;:_ry

A bingo hall operated by
Israel Community Devel-
opment Corporation is
planning to open no later
than Easter weekend in the
Woodfield Square Shop-
ping Center, said represen-
tative Calvin Biggers. Re-
cent moves by state
Attgrney General Troy King
to assume command of
Gov. Bob Riley's Task force
on Illegal Gambling al-
lowed hall operators some
security to open, he said,

At least 11 e-bingo halls
have already opened or re-
opened in the Bessemer
Cutoff since March 12.
Bingo halls remained
closed through last week in
the city of Bessemer. where
there is a dispute over
whether the city has a valid
bingo ordinance.

Besides the Israel Devel-
opment group, two other
operators are showing n-
terest in opening in other
areas in the city, Richard-
son said. One group wants
to open in the Midfield

TOWN HALL MEETING

» When: 6 pm. Thursday
> Where: Midfield
Community Center

» Topics: Bingo, economic
development. finance

issues
Pl’_'z“ Shopping Center. he
said.

“We look like we're going
to have operations within
the next month,” Richard-
son said.

A town hall meeting will
be held Thursday night at
the Midfield Community
Center at 6 p.m. to discuss
bingo in Midfield, as weil as
economic development
and ﬁ.;lﬁ.nlf; issues.

Midfield, whxcluas d
an electronic bi i-
nance in DecemiZpF @xil
become the latest@rea city
to allow the gamhg Just
last week the City Council
approved lowering the fee
it charges vendors who do
business with bin hall
operators from $2 a
year to $250 annu? The

e

change will make city
more competitive halls,
although its size e re-

quirements on machines
will limit the number of

See MIDFIELD | Page XW

BESSEMER CITY SCHOOLS

New superintendent
says he’s closely
watching budget

By ANITA DEBRO
News staff writer

Newly selected Bessemer
City Schools Superinten-
dent Michael Foster said
his first challenge will be to
determine the effects of the
state's education budget on
Bessemer .

After serving as interim
supermlcndcm of the sys
tem since October 2008,
Foster was unanimously
selected by the Bessemer
School Board last week as
the permanent superinten
dent

The school board will *

next l’\l‘g!l',u\(l‘ a contract
with Foster, who has been
with Bessemer City Schools
the last 33 years.

Foster said he is con
cerned about how state
funding will affect staffing.

I have to figure out if i
am going to be di)l;!‘ to keep

; people,” he saic
m}‘l;sw[: told school board
members last week that the
system could lose abourt 20
employees based on pre-
liminary figures for how
much money the system
could rcceilvbc lfmlm the

ate’s school budge
su“\:;'e bmc at the mercy of
the state budgerary pro-

pss, said
u\l.‘h(-hf\lammm House of
Representatives was ex-

pected this week to debate
next year's education bud-
get. A budget approved by 2
House committee last week
would spend $5.5 billion
from the Education Trust
Fund, the main source of
dollars for schools. That
would be a S\f percent in-
ease from this vear.
ks Foster said he will con-
tinue to watch closcl‘ypl:;e
ucation budget as 1 -
;rdesses through the Legs

¢ ees by
ers and omer‘emplny s by
dipping into its healthy r:
serves to make uf lost §
come from the state.

Foster was serving as :l;t_:
director of federal P

A re he was
grams befo M=

apped interim sup X
de‘:ﬂ, He has wo! ed 5(‘:
for the last 15 mon! th;t
He said last week =
finding & replacement
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